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	Titel: The governance of adaptation to climate change: Taking stock and providing guidance (Go-Adapt)
	Programm: Austrian Climate Research Programm (ACRP)
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	Kontaktperson  Name: Dr. Reinhard Steurer
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	Projektgesamtkosten: 158.685 €
	Fördersumme: 158.685 €
	KlimafondsNr: K09AC0K00032
	Zuletzt aktualisiert am TT MM JJJJ: 19.03.2012
	Kurzfassung: Go-Adapt ist ein zweijähriges Forschungsprojekt, das sich mir der Governance der Klimawandel-Anpassung beschäftigt. Dabei geht es v.a. um die Art und Weise, wie Regierungen in ausgewählten OECD-Ländern Adaptionspolitiken entwickeln und umsetzen. Im Mittelpunkt des Projektes stehen zentrale politische Herausforderungen, die es bei einer Anpassung an den Klimawandel zu meistern gilt. Zu diesen Herausforderungen gehören eine bessere Integration von Anpassungspolitiken, und zwar (i) horizontal über verschiedene Sektoren hinweg und (ii) vertikale über politische Ebenen hinweg, (iii) Umgang mit Unsicherheiten und (iv) die Beteiligung von potentiell Betroffenen. Die Ziele und Arbeitsschritte von Go-Adapt sind, (a) einen Überblick zu bereits erprobten Governance-Ansätzen für die Anpassung an den Klimawandel zu bieten, (b) die Funktionsweise von ausgewählten Governance-Ansätzen im Zusammenhang mit Adaptions-Politiken in Fallstudien im Detail zu untersuchen, (c) Schlussfolgerungen und Lehren mit ähnlichen Governance-Ansätzen in verwandten politischen Feldern (wie z.B. Klimawandel-Mitigation, Nachhaltige Entwicklung) abzuleiten und (d) Handlungsempfehlungen für eine bessere Governance der Klimawandel-Adaption zu formulieren (besonders für jene Länder, die noch am Beginn einer koordinierten Anpassungspolitik stehen).

Go-Adapt is a 2-year research project that focuses on the governance of climate change adaptation, i.e. on the ways in which adaptation policies and instruments are developed and implemented by governments in selected developed countries. The project aims to provide insights on how governments address key governance challenges in the context of climate change adaptation, such as improving (i) horizontal and (ii) vertical policy integration, (iii) coping with uncertainties, and (iv) involving stakeholders. In more detail, Go-Adapt aims to: (a) provide an overview of adaptation governance approaches in 10 OECD countries (stock taking survey); (b) show how the surveyed approaches actually function in selected adaptation policies (case studies); (c) draw lessons from experiences with similar governance ap-proaches in related policy fields such as climate change mitigation and sustainable development (extended literature review), and, (d), provide guidance on how to advance the governance of climate change adaptation (in particular in countries that are at early stages of establishing respective policy frameworks, such as Austria).
	Status: • The stock-taking survey on the governance of adaptation in ten OECD countries was conducted between April and November 2010. Around 150 governance approaches, addressing horizontal and vertical coordination, the integration of knowledge and the participation of stakeholders, were identified, classified and analyzed. The results were presented at various scientific and science-policy events and an article was submitted to a leading journal in environmental policy. In November 2010 a workshop with Austrian stakeholders was held to further disseminate the results. 
• On the basis of the survey, specific governance approaches were selected for in-depth studies. First, a case study on regional adaptation partnerships in Canada and the UK was conducted.  The study analyzed the roles of partnerships in the multi-level governance of adaptation and their contribution to adaptation policies and measures at regional and local levels. The results were presented at various conferences and two articles were drafted. The second case study deals with national adaptation strategies and frameworks and their transmission to the regional and local levels in the Netherlands and Germany. This case study will be concluded in autumn 2012.
• The literature review on governance approaches in related policy areas starts in May 2012.

	Wesentliche geplante Erkenntnisse aus dem Projekt: • General: So far, research on climate change adaptation has focused mainly on climate scenarios, expected impacts and respective ecological, societal and economic vulnerabilities: The governance perspective employed in Go-Adapt is key to advance climate change adaptation because respective impacts and vulnerabilities challenge how policy making usually works. 
• The stock taking survey provides the first comparative account of how selected governments cope with major governance challenges in the context of adaptation. The stock-taking of about 150 governance approaches shows how the establishment of comprehensive governance setups (consisting of several complementary governance approaches) is under way, and that the soft network mode of governance (characterised by mutual adaptation, awareness raising and persuasion) has dominated these efforts so far.
• The case studies provide first insights on the strengths and weaknesses of selected governance approaches and how they shape policy making. The study on regional adaptation partnerships in Canada and the UK highglights the importance of the regional level in implementing but also in informing the formulation of adaptation policies. The study further provides insights in the different evolutions and set ups of partnerships. The second case study deals with the most commonly found governance approach - national adaptation strategies - and asks how it is coordinated with regional and local levels and how it contributes to adaptation policies and measures at these levels.
• Lesson drawing: Similar governance approaches have been developed, applied and researched over years in other contexts. The experiences made there are highly relevant for climate change adaptation, but rarely addressed jointly. By linking governance research on related policy fields, the research will facilitate learning and avoid ‘tabula rasa’ in the relatively new adaptation policy field.
• Synthesis and policy guidance: The governance framework of adaptation is still largely in the making, and little is known about what approaches work best under what circumstances. By combining the case study comparison with the extended literature review Go-Adapt will provide the knowledge-base for innovations in the governance of climate change adaptation.



